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Aussie  visits 


airwave 


rangements  to  meet  there  later  in  the 
week.  A  Portland,  Ore.,  ham  offered 
news  on  the  amount  of  Japanese  cars 
being  moved  in  from  the  docks. 

“The  propagation  (airwave  clarity) 
isn’t  very  good,”  Anderson  said,  “hut  1 
can  read  you.  Hi!  hi!  That’ll  put  a 
smile  on  the  dial.  This  is  VK4AND.  ” 

After  wishing  73s  (Morse  code  for 
cheerio)  to  the  men  and  88s  (love  and 
kisses)  to  the  wives,  Anderson  tallied 
up  15  station  contacts  for  the  hour  on 
the  air. 

“They  'd  keep  him  on  the  air  for  three 
hours  if  he  let  them,”  said  Busse. 

Anderson,  56,  usually  goes  on  the  air 
from  5  to  6  a  m.,  takes  a  breakfast  of 
tea  and  toast,  then  takes  a  train  into 
Brisbane  to  work  as  a  technician  for 
the  Central  Telephone  Exchange.  He 
averages  about  14  hours  a  week  at  the 
radio. 


This  is  his  first  visit  to  the  other  side 
of  the  world  from  Down  Under,  and  he 
cannot  get  over  the  changes 
“Everything’s  backwards,”  he  said. 
Cars  drive  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
road,  he  feels,  light  switches  turn  the 
opposite  way,  and  summer  is 
Australia’s  coldest  season. 

The  18-hour  time  difference  between 
Brisbane  and  the  United  States  also 
proved  somewhat  unsettling.  "I  ac¬ 
tually  arrived  here  before  I  left 
Australia,”  he  said. 
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